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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 1-25 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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Claims 1-25 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



3. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pickett 
(U.S.Patent No. 6,154,465). 

In the claim 15, Pickett (U.S.Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses a platform and 
various processes are provided in which a TDM bus and a packet bus are intelligently 
bridged (intelligent, multiplexing device connector) and managed, thereby enabling such 
multiple mode/protocol voice and data transmission to be intelligently managed and 
controlled with a single, integrated system (see col. 2, lines 27-32); comprising: 
Providing one or more powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connectors (31, figure 
4), at one or more of work centers (see col. 1 1 , lines 49-67); 

Electronically coupling two or more network devices (fax 44, telephones 12, Switched 
Ethernet 45, Switched Ethernet 45, Hub 47) to powered, intelligent, multiplexing device 
connector (31 , figure 4, col. 1 1 , lines 48-62); 

Multiplexing signals between network and network devices (see figure 4, col. 1 1 , lines 
48-62); 

Monitoring the status (see col. 1 1 , lines 55-59) of the infrastructure of network (see 
figure 4, col. 1 1 , lines 48-62); 



States. 
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Communicating information of status (see col.1 1 , lines 55-59) of infrastructure to the 
management (BAA/ management 31) of network (see figure 4, col. 11, lines 48-62). 

4. In the claims 16, 2, 11, 12, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses one or 
more powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connectors (Intelligent/Dynamic BAA/ 
Management 31) is accomplished by fixed locating powered, intelligent, multiplexing 
device connectors at work centers (see figure 4, col. 1 1 , lines 48-62). 

5. In the claims 17, 10, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses electronically 
coupling two or more network devices to powered, intelligent, multiplexing device 
connector is accomplished with modular cable connectors (see col. 12, lines 27-35). 

6. In the claims 18, 3, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses step of 
electronically coupling two or more network devices to powered, intelligent, multiplexing 
device connector (communication system 50) comprises electronically coupling 
computer (see figure 2, computers 24) (see col. 5, lines 56-61 , col. 6, lines 51-60). 

7. In the claims 19, 3, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses step of 
electronically coupling two or more network devices (computers 24, telephones 12, 
printer 22) to powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connector (50) comprises 
electronically coupling computer peripheral devices (computers 24, telephones 12, 
printer 22) (see col. 6, lines 51-62). 

8. In the claims 20, 4, 5, Pickett (U.S.Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses step of 
electronically coupling two or more network devices (computers 24, telephones 12, 
printer 22) to powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connector (50) comprises 
electronically coupling voice telephones (telephones 12) (see col. 6, lines 51-62). 
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9. In the claims 21, 13, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses multiplexing 
signal is capable of multiplexing network data signals (see col. 8, lines 28-35). 

10. In the claims 22, 14, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses multiplexing 
signals is capable of multiplexing device power (see col. 8, lines 28-35). 

11. In the claim 23, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses multiplexing signals 
is accomplished in powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connectors (see col. 8, lines 
28 - 35). 

12. In the claim 24, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses monitoring the 
status (see col. 11, lines 48-60) of the infrastructure of network is accomplished in part 
by the use of circuitry resident in powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connectors 
(Intelligent/dynamic B/W management 31) (see col. 1 1, lines 48-60). 

13. In the claim 25, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,1 54,465) discloses communication 
information of the status (see col. 1 1 , lines 48-60) of infrastructure of network is 
accomplished in part by the use of circuitry resident in powered, intelligent, multiplexed 
device connectors (see figure 4, col. 1 1 , lines 48-60). 

14. In the claim 1 , Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses a platform and 
various processes are provided in which a TDM bus and a packet bus are intelligently 
bridged (intelligent, multiplexing device connector) and managed, thereby enabling such 
multiple mode/protocol voice and data transmission to be intelligently managed and 
controlled with a single, integrated system (see col. 2, lines 27-32); comprising: 

Providing one or more powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connectors (31, 
figure 4), at one or more of work centers (see col. 1 1 , lines 49-67); 
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Electronically coupling two or more network devices (fax 44, telephones 12, 
Switched Ethernet 45, Switched Ethernet 45, Hub 47) to powered, intelligent, 
multiplexing device connector (31, figure 4, col. 11, lines 48-62); 

Multiplexing signals between network and network devices (see figure 4, col. 1 1 , 
lines 48-62); 

Monitoring the status (see col. 11, lines 55-59) of the infrastructure of network 
(see figure 4, col. 1 1 , lines 48-62); 

Communicating information of status (see col.1 1 , lines 55-59) of infrastructure to 
the management (B/W management 31 ) of network (see figure 4, col. 1 1 , lines 48-62). 
15. In the claim 9, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses a platform and 
various processes are provided in which a TDM bus and a packet bus are intelligently 
bridged (intelligent, multiplexing device connector) and managed, thereby enabling such 
multiple mode/protocol voice and data transmission to be intelligently managed and 
controlled with a single, integrated system (see col. 2, lines 27-32); comprising: 
Providing one or more powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connectors (31, figure 
4), at one or more of work centers (see col. 1 1 , lines 49-67); 

Electronically coupling two or more network devices (fax 44, telephones 12, Switched 
Ethernet 45, Switched Ethernet 45, Hub 47) to powered, intelligent, multiplexing device 
connector (31 , figure 4, col. 1 1 , lines 48-62); 

Multiplexing signals between network and network devices (see figure 4, col. 1 1 , lines 
48-62); 
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Monitoring the status (see col. 1 1 , lines 55-59) of the infrastructure of network (see 
figure 4, col. 1 1 , lines 48-62); 

Communicating information of status (see col.1 1 , lines 55-59) of infrastructure to the 
management (BAA/ management 31) of network (see figure 4, col. 11, lines 48-62). 

16. In the claim 6, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses powered, intelligent, 
multiplexing devices (50) are enabled to be coupled wireless to work center devices 
(computers 24, telephones 12, printer 22) (see col. 6, lines 51-60). 

17. In the claim 7, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses cabling is fiber-optic 
cabling (see col. 12, lines 28-32). 

18. In the claim 8, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,154,465) discloses cabling is wire 
cabling (see col. 12, lines 28-32). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

19. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

20. Claims 15, 9, 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Pickett (U.S.Patent No. 6,181,694 B1). 

In the claim 15, Pickett (U.S.Patent No. 6,181,694) discloses a platform and 
various processes are provided in which a TDM bus and a packet bus are intelligently 
bridged (intelligent, multiplexing device connector) and managed, thereby enabling such 
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multiple mode/protocol voice and data transmission to be intelligently managed and 
controlled with a single, integrated system (see col. 8, lines 8-63); comprising: 
Providing one or more powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connectors (31, figure 
4), at one or more of work centers (see col. 8, lines 8-63); 

Electronically coupling two or more network devices (fax 44, telephones 12, Switched 
Ethernet 45, Switched Ethernet 45, Hub 47) to powered, intelligent, multiplexing device 
connector (31, figure 4, col. 8, lines 8-63); 

Multiplexing signals between network and network devices (see figure 4, col. 8, lines 8- 
63); 

Monitoring the status (see col. 8, lines 8-63) of the infrastructure of network (see figure 
4, col. 8, lines 8-63); 

Communicating information of status (see col. 8, lines 8-63) of infrastructure to the 
management (B/W management 31) of network (see figure 4, col. 8, lines 8-63). 
21. In the claim 9, Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,181,694) discloses a platform and 
various processes are provided in which a TDM bus and a packet bus are intelligently 
bridged (intelligent, multiplexing device connector) and managed, thereby enabling such 
multiple mode/protocol voice and data transmission to be intelligently managed and 
controlled with a single, integrated system (see col. 8, lines 8-63); comprising: 
Providing one or more powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connectors (31, figure 
4), at one or more of work centers (see col. 8, lines 8-63); 
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Electronically coupling two or more network devices (fax 44, telephones 12, Switched 
Ethernet 45, Switched Ethernet 45, Hub 47) to powered, intelligent, multiplexing device 
connector (31 , figure 4, col. 8, lines 8-63); 

Multiplexing signals between network and network devices (see figure 4, col. 8, lines 8- 



Monitoring the status (see col. 8, lines 8-63) of the infrastructure of network (see figure 
4, col. 8, lines 8-63); 

Communicating information of status (see col. 8, lines 8-63) of infrastructure to the 
management (B/W management 31) of network (see figure 4, col. 8, lines 8-63). 
22. In the claim 1 , Pickett (U.S. Patent No. 6,181 ,694) discloses a platform and 
various processes are provided in which a TDM bus and a packet bus are intelligently 
bridged (intelligent, multiplexing device connector) and managed, thereby enabling such 
multiple mode/protocol voice and data transmission to be intelligently managed and 
controlled with a single, integrated system (see col. 8, lines 8-63); comprising: 
Providing one or more powered, intelligent, multiplexing device connectors (31, figure 
4), at one or more of work centers (see col. 8, lines 8-63); 

Electronically coupling two or more network devices (fax 44, telephones 12, Switched 
Ethernet 45, Switched Ethernet 45, Hub 47) to powered, intelligent, multiplexing device 
connector (31 , figure 4, col. 8, lines 8-63); 

Multiplexing signals between network and network devices (see figure 4, col. 8, lines 8- 



63); 



63); 
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Monitoring the status (see col. 8, lines 8-63) of the infrastructure of network (see figure 
4, col. 8, lines 8-63); 

Communicating information of status (see col. 8, lines 8-63) of infrastructure to the 
management (B/W management 31) of network (see figure 4, col. 8, lines 8-63). 



23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chuong Ho whose telephone number is (703) 306-4529. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM to 4:00PM. 

24. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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